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o the Right Honourabl 


Viſcount Blaſonberrie, 
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Lord PoLWaRTH of Polwart} 
| Redbreas, and Grinla. 


My LORD, 
HE Societies for Re orMa- 
Manners have two 

Things to recommend em, 


and fix their Praiſe in every Conſcience. 


Firſt, The Noble Deſign it ſelf, of 
reſtoring to the People a pure 
Luage, and ſetting "up a Fence againſt 
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The Dedication. 
the Debauchery and Swearing, becauſe 
of which the Land mourneth. This i 


really a fighting the Lord's Battels 
It has the Danger, the Fatigue, and 
the Glories of a juſt War. The Canſe 


i certainly Good, and the Toil of ſer- 
ving it equal to the High Places of 
the Field. There has bot « Refifting 
unto Blood, in this Strife againſt Sin, 
And what can have a better ſhow f 
overcoming by the Blood of the Lamb, 


than when Pet ſons, under no Lure of 


Honour or Deren, love not their Lives 


unto the Death * Tisno wonder, that 
- jo warm an Aſſault upon Satan's En- 


hire in the World, has engag d all the 
Varieties of Oppoſition. The Frowns 


of Great Men, and the Falſhood of 
others; the e of profane and mer - 


cenary " Author s, the Spleen of thoſe 
who are cronded up mto a Party, have 


made a vaſt (ontradiction of Sinners 


againſt em. But yet God has honour d 
thoſe that honour him: The Pleaſure 


N 
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The Dedication. 
of the Lord has profperd in their 
hands; and all the Smoke of Malice 


| could not fully the Def. gn, for the 


Wrath of Man has prats d it. Having 
obtain d Help from God, they continue 


| to this day, diſplaying a Banner before 


them that fear him. The War k it 
0 If has a Voice to praiſe em. But, 
Secondly, There's a gre eat Circum- 
ſance in the Undertakins, that will 
make it ſtill dearer to every one who 
ſeeks the Peace of his Country : and 
that is, the near Dependence that it 
has upon our happy Revolution. "Tis, 
[ think, the Firſtborn of that fruitful 
Blefſing. After God had rais d us uf 
1 Deliverer and a Great One, and 
taught him not to hold the Sword in 
vin, he ſoon appear d at the head of 
ths other Deſigu, as a Terror to Evil- 
ders, and a Praiſe to them that do 
well, As if Providence would have 
ths Truth as a to our Notce, 


That the Gl or of God's Name, and 5 
4 of 


The Dedication. 
of | a People's Rights, are in full conſort 
to one another. Immorality and J. 
ranny are beſt reſiſted at the ſame time, 
LoRp, 

Each of theſe Conf iderations a-part 
would have turn d my Thoughts to thi 
Dedication : But when I reflect on en 
both together, T know no Name more 
agreeable to the Reformation it ſe f, 
and the Revolution that it ſtands on. 
Your LoRDsSHIPS continual Zea 
for the one, and great Share in the 
other, are higher 4 guments than a 
that can be fetch d from my ſelf. For 
tho tis an Honour that value to have 
this publick way of owning my Obligation 
to YouR Lok DSU; yet the 
Matter of this Sermon, and the Deſign 
on which it was preach d and printech 
are indeed the mam Reaſons of 1 
fixing fo Great a Name to it. 

Tis never fo fafe for an Author to 
__ ge upon any Perſon's Worth, as when 

bright E Repeater leads the Char aan 

ane 


The Dedication: 
ore Ii bees at a diſtance before it. With 


5-9. Security J could write of Your 
ne, Mor DS HIPs extenſive Service to our 


WHUINL Faith and Liberty. 1 hape all 
be Voice of Fame on my fide, and can 


ever expect ſuch an Opportunity of being 


en Nocbarg d with giving flattering Titles. 
ore Ne Ways that a deſigning Providence 
lf, Ws taken: to make VOuR LORDSHIP 
011. poliſh d Shaft, give Th ſuch a Pro- 
2% of Divinity, that whoſo is wiſe 


ful is the whole Scene of the heavenly 
duct, when we make a Review ? 


God has employ d YouR Lo R p- 


Property, in all the Extremes of Life. 
ou have known the Charges of Integrity 


Stranger in foreign Parts. But as all 


of this appear d upon that happy Turn, 


E 


Fl obſerve theſe things. , Flow beau 


mn an evil day, and the Heart of a 
is Ways are Judgment, fo the Benefit 
when our Enemics were found Liars, 


ud we trod upon their High Places. 


ix 


SHIP for the Service of Religion and 


that carry d you thro long Adverfities, 


Your LoRDSEHIY, that you ſhould} 
z ' who had long waited fl or the Conſolation 
of Iſrael. Tivas a valuable Change] 
wards be ſo underſtood by the Great 
ſent his Royal Perſon as High Com- 


| miſſioner, and ſeveral times to preſide I 


lor. But it compleats the Reputation, 


The Dedication. 
He that has ſhown you great and ar 
Troubles, has again reviv d and enlary'4 
you on every fide. The ſame Grad 


bat 
1 De 
rough 

Þ 


without any flaw in Conſcience, has bin Jo 
equally your Guard in a proſperous Pucce 
State. We may take it for a double Nye in 
Honour that Providence has put uponW th: 


flee with our Laws and Liberties, and 
again return with em, among thoſe 


to all good Men, that Y our Lok v-Wievc 
SHIP, who had venturd Honour, 
Eſtate, and Life, when Iniquit) was 
running in like a Flood, ſhould after- 


King WILLIAM, as to ſerve hin 
in the higheſt Offices: Once to repre- Wt 
a 
Mice 


in that Parliament as Lord Chancel-Y 
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The Dedication. 
it Vo ux LoRDSHWü carryd 
 Defilement into theſe Places, and 
ought none ont of em. 
My Loxo, | 
Your active Zeal for the Proteſtant 
zucceſſion, the eminent part that you 
re in the late Union; your Tenderneſs 
fr the Rights of human Nature, and 
e Faith that was once deliver d to the 
unte; have endear d you to the beſt 
her vers. Tour perſonal Carriage has 
In ſo becoming the Goſpel, and all your | 
ical Meaſures ſo uniform to the late 
-Wcvolution, that I might with juſtice 
ir, Woh have made this Epiſtle longer. 
I ſpall need Your Lorpsnies 
-n for ſaying ſo much, and that 
i f many others for ſaying no more. 
vill therefore conclude with moſt 
% Wiſhes, That He whoſe Mercy 
ales for ever may perſect that which 
ens Jou: That in the Dusk of 
-, Hour Light may ſhine more and 
unto 4 perfect Day: That the 
= 2 Beloved 


X11 


by him 1 That Jou may digeſt a 
imp. ove the Peace of Great Britaj 


to walk, before him blameleſs, that | 
may keep his Covenant with em to mat 


Ihe Dedication. 
Beloved of the Lord may dwell in ſafz 


May Your Lokvpsniry be | 
Ornament and Example of a Nohl 
Family; and when you have [ery 
your Generation according to the Wi 
of God, and come to the Grave as, 


Shock of Corn fully ripe, may you neui — 
want a Man to ſtand before the Lui 
May your Houſe be ſo with God, 7 


Generations. This is, and ſhall l. 


the Heart's Deſire and Prayer of, Ml 


My LORD, 
Your Lokpsuir's | 
| Moft Obedient and 

Moſt Faithful Servant, 


ba 


Thomas Bradbury © 
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EZ AA VI. 14. 


of Haggai the Prophet, and Ze- 
they builded and finiſh'd it, accord- 


of Hrael, and according to the Com- 
mandment of Cyrus, and Darius, 


and Artaxerxes Kings of Perſia. 


HIS Day renews our ſolemn 
Meeting, in purſuance of a 


ft; great eſign 3 the Service that 


1 B 


The Elders of the Jews builded, and 
they proſper d thro the Propheſying 


 chariah the Son of Iddo ; and 


ing to the Commandment of the God 


We falls to my Share, is to ſfreng- 1 Sim. 
then . your Hands in God: And theſe xxii. 16. 
Words 


4 „ 
TT 


Rom. xv. 4. for our Admonition, upon whom the: End. 


the Defence, and Succeſs of the Retor. 


A SERMON for 
Words may be the Ground and Scheme 
of what I have to ſay, as they give us a 
Caſe parallel to your own. *Tis more 
than the Story of one Age, being written 


of the Earth are come. 5 
There are three things obſervable in 
the Text, which may give us the Rules, 


mation you're come about: So that, in 
looking back upon the one, I ſhall have 
a fair Advantage to deſcribe and hearten 
the other. 


I. Here's an Account of the Work i | 


ſelf, which the Elders of the Jews 
were employ'd in, and that was re- 
building their City and Temple. 
II. The Authority they have for it 15 
of two ſorts, The Commanament if 
the God of Iſrael, which gives Law 
and Life together ; and the ſeveral 
Orders of Cyrus, Darius, and Ar. 
taxeræxes Kings of Perſia. 
III. We are told what the Succeſs 0! 
this Attempt is owing to, They pro/- 
per'a thro the Propheſying of Haggal 
the Prophet, and Zechariah the Son 
e | 


The 


Reformation of Manners. 


The Firſt of them explains the Deſign 
it ſelf to Reaſon and Conſcience ; the Se- 
| cond guards it with Protection and Ar- 


2 * 180 | ae! % - 


| Supports that made it eaſy then, and 
wou'd make it perfect afterwards: All 
theſe may be fetch'd out of their Stor) 
into yours. The Conformity and Like- 
[neſs of the two Caſes is ſo ſtrong, that L 
may ſpeak to em both together. 


. che City, which God had choſen to place 


manner, they were to ſet up the Houſe 
of the Lord, *Twas this that made 


the whole Earth ; a glorious high Throne 


Sanctuary. But now, for a long time, 


% Ways of Sion had mourn d, becauſe Lam. i. 4, 
„ue came to her folemn Feaſts, all her 10. 
ai Gates were deſolate: The Adverſary ſpread 
% t his Hands upon all her pleaſant things, 


and the Heathen entred into her Sanctua- 
, whom God commanded, that they ſhou's 
not enter into the Congregation. I his was 


gument; and the Third gives in thoſe 


I. That which the Elders of the Jews, 
end thoſe vaſt numbers of the People 
who fell in with 'em, did, was to build 


his Name there: But, in a more eſpecial 


B 2 the 


them the Perfection of Beauty, the Joy of Lam. ii. 15. 


from the beginning was the Place of their Jer. xvii. 
1 12. 


4 


1 Thron. 


XXIX. 3. 


Ia. Ixiv. 
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Reformation of Manners. 5 4 | 


chief Glories of the Temple; that it was, 
if. The Token of God's gracious 


20). The great Inſtrument and Place of 
his Worſhip among them. 

3). Their A ſſurance of a Al; fs 
Appearance and Kingdom: They built 
it at firſt, and reſtor'd it the ſecond time, 
in hope of the Promiſe made of God unto AR. ILY 
their Fathers, unto which Hope the twelve 5, J. 


Nieht, expected v come. Now all theſe 
Characters may, without any force, be 
united to the Reformation you have un- 
fertaken, as will appear when each Par- 
ticular comes under our View. 

1. The Temple was a Token between 2 Sam. ii. 
God and them, that he wou'd no more 
ps by * em, but live amongſt 'em, and 
own 'em for his People. He kept Houſe 
in thoſe Parts of the World: 15 Judah ec. txavi. 
le was well known, and his Name great in 1, 2. 
rael ; be had his Tabernacle in Salem, 
ud his Dwelling: place in Sion. This one 
Thought deſerv'd all the contending 
Leal they ſhow?d for the Temple; *twas 
worth. 14 while to take a long Jour- 
ay, and cut their way thro Fatigue and 
Danger, for the Honour of having it 
know n, that they were 4 People i in Jauch, 
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6 A SERMON for 
Pf. cxlvit. 2 Caſe, as to have the Lord for thi 
. 15 3 
To this great end does a popular Re. 
formation ſerve: It lets us ſee that G04 
has not forſaken us, when there are any 
amongſt us, who dare by no means be 
guilty of forſaking him. Nothing looks 
ſo much like his Preſence with a Nation 
under the Goſpel, as when Judgment 
runs down their Streets like a River, and 
Righteouſneſs as a mighty Stream : He 
4. xvii. has done dwelling in Temples made with 
Hands, and ſhows himſelf to be in the 
midſt of a People another way ; and that 
Ifa.xxxii. is, by pouring the Spirit hon us from on 
15. High. The more there is of this, the bet- 
ter is our Claim to the Title of + Na- 
Ixi.12. tion ſought out, and not forſaken. 
It Debauchery, Swearing, and a Con: 
tempt of Religion, were to run looſe à. 
mongſt us; if there were none who had 
a Zeal for God, when Men are making 
Pf. cxix, Void his Law, we ſhou'd be ready to 


26, think, that as our Stupidity had left him, 
fo his Juſtice had left us. Your being 

eaſy, when he's profan'd, is a giving} 

him leave to go; and 'tis a diſmal face} 

of things, if there's aone that calls upon 

Ila. Ixiv. 7. his Name, none that ſtirs up himſelf to 
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Reformation of Manners. 


On the other hand, *cis building him a 
Temple, a doing your part towards his 
Lntinual Preſence with you, when you 

il loſe any thing rather than his Ho- 

our: And, except the Lord of Hoſts had1tz. i. 9. 
ft uw 4 ſmall remnant for this Work, 

ze ſbowd have bin like unto Sodom and 
omorrah. We were growing like dem 

à Crime that lies out of the Road, 

ind were it not for your Zeal to ſtop the 

lick ning Shame, we ſhou'd have bin 

ke em in Ruin, condemn d with their 
verthrow, as an Example to thoſe that 2 pet. ii. 6. 
ive ungodly. But tis a good Hope, that 

here are yet Thoughts of Peace towards 
when you ſtand up againſt thoſe that 5 
ky unto God, Depart from Us. The Job a. 
Goſpel is a glorious Argument of his“ 
Preſence, that he has not done waiting to 


. x gracious; but 'tis from ſuch Deſigns as 
p ſeſe that we have the moſt publick Evi- 
1 of its doing us good. And, ſurel/ 
k Salvation is near unto them that fear pf. Ixxxv. 


m, that Glory may dwell in our Land, 9. 

2. The Temple was the Place of his 

Worſhip among them: They ſaw his 

biry and Power in the Sanctuary, and the prix; 

Uſcoverys there were ſo much above the by 

his Courts was better than a thouſand elſe- 
| | : where ; 


ummon Methods of Grace, that a Day lxxxiv ie. 


8 A SERMON for 


where: So that this Houſe Rood for I 4emP?! 
Honour and their Security, a Token of and 

being with them, and the means of ther Pt. 
keeping with him. was 

Such an Inſtrument of the Divine Gl. mitt 

ry is the Reformation you are laboring tion 

for; the true Principle that guides a s 
kings fires it, is a Jealouſy for the Lord of Hi chen 
XX. 14. You wou'd not have him diſhonor(: Hon / 
Pſal. cxix. Rivers of Mater will run down the Ce 
135 tian's Eyes, when Men keep not his Lin lo ' 
Such People are willing to be at ay He | 

pains to retrieve the Beauty of Folinj, Let 1 

and make the Name of Chriſt more (Ml 
pet. ii. g. cred to the World, becauſe to them thi a ſire 
believe be is precious How much yo thy & 
Societys have done this way, is very 
parent. Indeed, to controul an imp with 

dent Sinner, may be of no ſaving A a 
vantage to him : a Lion is ſtill a Brut: pleaſ 
under his Chains: But Religion gets H 

it; 'tis a Brightneſs to your own Profil 7 
felſion, and an Encouragement to others: ſelf 

1 Theſſ. Theſe Victorys of Faith have ſound God 
K "NF © forth, and Jour Tal has provok'd vi muſ 
2. Po many. than 
3. The Temple was a means of cat fore 

rying their Thoughts forwards to God 
Meſſiah, It ſhow'd 'em his Appearance od 

( 


Heb.i ix.12. in the Fleſh, his obtaining an eternal fe 
demption 


Reformation of Manners. 3 
denption for us, his ſpiritual Kingdom 
and Glory in the World, and the laſt 
putting of all things under his feet. This 1 Cor. xv. 
was the Goſpel of that Building. If 1” 
miſtake not, they had a fainter Revela- 
tion of it, from the firſt moment there 
was any diſcourſe of a Temple. For 
then God promis'd to build David 4 ſure 2Sam. vii. 
Houſe. And as this was the laſt part 
of the Meſſage ' Nathan brought him, 
ſo *tis the moſt affecting to himſelf. 
He pleads for it as the main Bleſſing: 
Let the Houſe of thy Servant David be ver. 26. 
ejtabliſh*d before thee, Nay, he lays ſuch 
a ſtreſs upon it, as to ſay, For this cauſe Ver. 27. 
thy Servant has found in his heart to 
pray this Prayer. And he goes over 
with it again, as what he can by no 
means quit his hold of: Therefore let it 
pleaſe thee to bleſs the Houſe of thy Ser- 
vant, that it may continue before thee for 
ever, He had but lately grudg'd him- 
ſelf an Hoaſe of Cedars, whilſt the Ark of 
God was within Cartains ; fo that he 
muſt have a higher meaning in all this, 
than the Grandeur of his Family. There- 
fore being 4 Prophet, and knowing that Ad. i. 30. 
God would, from his Loins, raiſe up Chriſt 
to ſit on his Throne; he ſeeing this before, 
ſpake of him, Theſe Deſires were all 
= C anſwer'd 


10 A SERMON for 

anſwer'd in the Great Plant of Renowy, 

1 the Root and Offspring of David. When 

16. he made his publick Entry into Jer. 

ſalem, the People that follow'd hin 

With Hoſannahs took it in this ſenſt, 

Rar. xi. io crying Bleſſed be the Kingdom of our 2 
ther David. 

So that from the firſt Deſign of thi 

Fabrick, it was to have the Virtue and 

Meaning of a Promiſe, and muſt lead 

Mar. xii.6, em to one greater than the Temple, But 

the Revelation brightens when they 

come to rebuild it: Daniel prays fo 

the Sanctuar) that was aeſolate : The 

Antwer of God tells him, that from 

Dan.ix.25.zhe going forth of the Commandment to 

reſtore and to build Jeruſalem, unto Mel 

ſiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven Weeks : As 

it he would have this Truth impreſs 

upon him, 


deemer might appear there; he being 


the Subſtance of their Religion under | 


the Law, and the Rule of that under 
the Goſpel. 
anſwer'd this end, 
Ver. 26. Frogen under foot of. the Gentiles. 


the Meſfiah z5 cut off, the People of the | 
Prince muſi come to aeftroy the City and the 
Jauituary, and the End thereof {bould H f 

with ; 


that the main Deſi ign of 
building the Temple was, that a Re. 


And when the Houſe had | 
*tis to be laid aſide, | 
Afeer | 


with 4 


bright 
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| gal el 
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„he Flood. Again, there were ſtill 

1 WW brighter Diſcoverys of this when they 

be begun to build. Twas thus that Hag- 

n encourag'd them, who had ſee; the 

; Houſe i in her firſt Glory ; ; and in compariſon Has. ii. 
„of that, this was nothing in their eyes: 

ge lets 'em know. the Deſire of all Na- Ver. 7 
ions ſbould come, and that would make 
1 Glory of the later Houſe greater than el.. 
Fa former. 

i And is there nothing that looks this 
ay in your Deſign? 'Tis true, We 

£ arc to know Chriſt no more after % Flop : 2Cor v.16, 


de has bin once amongſt us to ear the Lieb. in. 2 
sn, of many; and by that one Offering . 
„ for ever perfected them that are 3 
E But unto them that look for 3 
* Wir, he is to appear the ſecond time, 1 
; rithout Sin anto Salvation. We, accor- 2 pet. iii. +3 | 


uns to his Promiſe, look for a new Iba 33: 
en and a new Earth, wherein dwells Riah- * 
4 rouſneſs, In the days of the laſt Rings, the Dan. i. 44. 1 
6% Headen is to ſet 1% 4 Kingdom, 'Y 
" W' ſhall never be deſtroys ; but ſhall "break 
pieces, and conſume all other ing doms, 
a ſtand for ever. There are indeed 


; ecral methods of leading on this great | - 
„be. The Wars and claſhing of Nations + Y 
„eto overturn, overturn, overturn, We Eel | -Y 
h BW he £0718 whoſe Right it ©, And your ©: is 1 


EC 2 _ tlonn- 


* 


12 A SERMON for 
Honorable Attempt has no ſmall ſhare 
in the ripening of this Glory. *Tis pity 
that Learned Men ſhould give up them. 
ſelves to the Maſtery of Nature and 
Patſion, in diſputing about the Time, 
the Scheme, and Parts of this Kingdom, 
However, there are two things that all 
ſides grant to be inſeparable from it, 
and theſe begin to dawn in your Socie- 
tys. Then God's People ſhall be 


i' More diſtinguiſh'd from the Wicked. 
= More united among themſelves. 
1. There will be a plainer Difference 
1 Mal. iii. alt. between the Righteous and the Wicked, | 
$ thoſe that ſerve the Lord, and thoſe that | 
=_ ſerve him not. At the building of the 
YH Ezr. vi. 21. Temple, the Jews | ſeparated themſelves f 
=. from all the Filthineſs of the People of the 
1 Land, that they might ſeek the Lord 
= God of ael. And when the Spirit is 
_ pour d out to give the Goſpel a greater 
3 force, what an exalted Purity will dif- 2 
. 2 ſuſe it ſelf thro the Churches? Reli- 
g gion is to be the common Beauty of all 
Zech. xiv. Our Affairs: In that day there ſhall be 
42 20, 21. pon rhe Bells of the Horſes, Holineſs unto © 
2 the Lord; and the Pots of the Lords 
= Houſe ſhall be like the Bowls before the 
Altar; they will have a double Conſe- 
be 55 cCration: 


es. 
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e cration: yea, every Pot in Jeruſalem 
in Judah ſpall be Holineſs unto the 
Lord f Hoſts. Every Act of Obedience | 
| MW vil look like Devotion, and Devotion 
„book like Heaven: And when things 
nme thus improv'd and heighten'd, 
iu day there ſhall be no more a Canaanite 
Win the Houſe of the Lord of Hoſts. | 
| This is the noble Deſign that you 4 
are falling in with, to /eparate the Pre- er.. 9. 1 
nous from the Vile. T look upon the | 


Societys for Reformation as a Specimen 
of what the World ſhall know more at 
lege. Our Religious Aſſemblys are a 
mixt Multitude ; People of all Characters 


| JW may hear the Goſpel : But, one wou'd 7 
: WM thiok, he that is hearty for you, and a 
conſtant with you, goes further in an 4% 
Averſion from having his Soul gather*d plil. xxvi. * 
with Sinners, and his Life with bleody 9: _— 


Men, As the State we are hoping for 
ſhines more and more unto a perfect Day, 
this will be the growing Temper of 
every Chriſtian, that 2 his eyes a vile pal. xv. 4. 
Perſon is contemn'd, but he honors them 
that fear the Lord. So that you are 
Workers together with God, catching at 2cor. i. i. 


the Promiſe of his coming, making haſt 2eer.iii.12 I 

JJ veer him; and bleſſed is that Servant, mar, xxiv. = 
/m his Lord when he comes ſhall find 4% 94 
J doing. 2. There | 1 


14 A SERMON for 
2. There will be a {tronger Union 9 

Eph. iii. Affection among thoſe that bow thy 
14, 15- knees to Him, of whom the whole Famij 
both in Heaven and in Earth are va 

*T was Corruption that divided us ahay 

Jam. iv. I. little things ; : for whence come Wars ant 
Fightings among you, but from your Luft! 

And Reformation is the beft way v 

Rom. xv. s. Unite us, and make us like-minded gn 
to another, We give a Teſtimony upon 
1 ſuch occaſions, that oe Lord, one Faith 
"RS = one Baptiſm, one God and Father of us al, 
are of more value with us than Met 
"Col. jt. 15, and Drinks New Moons and Holtaays, Or 
18, 22. the voluntary Hur {cy that is after th 
Commandmentis Doctrines of My 

The Charges of Super iti and Schiſm 

have flown abou. with ſo much paſſion, 

that we may call 'em the fiery Darts i 

the Wicked, This Work has confounded 

the general Peace of Proteſtants ſo lorg, 

that the Romans are in danger to come 
Joh.xi.43. and take away our Place and Nation. 
Hut your Societys tell the World, 
that we have ſomething nearer at hear, 

than the brightning. of a Name, and the 
Succeſs of a Party. And this is a good 
Advance towards that State of things, 

| when there ſhall be zo harting or de. 

IIa. xi, 9. * Arqhing in all God's holy Mountain. * 
aſlure | 
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ure your ſelves, Chriſtianity will end 

| as it begun; not in a Strife for Cir- 
nciſion or Uncircumciſion, which avaids Gal. v. 5. 
ot any thing, but a Faith in God that 
Sorts by Love to Men. Thus you fee 
hat the Scripture ſays of the Temple, 
nd how well the Colours may be laid 
pon your Undertaking. | 


f II. The next thing to be enquir'd af 
„both in your Caſe and that of the 


ews, is the AurHORIT x, that e- 
qually directs and defends ſuch a noble 
\ttempt for the Glory of God. There 
re two things of this nature in my 
[ext, that will be valuable to every Con- 
cence. They had a Commandment from 


„ The Lord God of 1/rael. 
of The Kings of Perſia. 
ed 


1, Twas according to the Commaia- 
went of the God of Iſracl. He had im- 


Nc 
rels'd it upon their Minds, as tis ſaid, 

g. Wer) one, whoſe Spirit God had rais'd to Extra i. 8. 

t, 0 yp, went to build the Houſe. He 


tended this with the Voice of his 
ord, The Prophets Haggai, and Ze- v. r. 
uriah the Son of Iddo, propheſy d in the _ 
Vame of the God of Tirael; and then 
le beg an to build, The Obligation that 

| SJ this 
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A SERMON for 


this brought em under was fo intin ton 


and compleat, that no Powers upon Honc 
Earth can either improve or diffolveMl 52. 
it. There were a great many to wean j4b/e 


Eur. iv. 4 the hands of the People of Judah, Servi 


5. 


ver. 23. 


force and power. But, it's evident, they 


ver. 3, 5. 


| ſweeps down all the Oppoſition that the 


| Ch. Viel 2. 


Shetharbozaai, who were the King's 


an heavy noiſe againſt the Rebellion of 


trouble them in the Building. They birll 
Counſellors againſt em ro fruſtrate thir 
Parpoſe. Theſe caus'd 'em to ceaſe by 


revive it all at once, upon the firſt 
Demand of the Prophets. Tatnai and 


Treaſurers on the Samaritan Side of the 
River, theſe and their Companions made 


this Act; but the Eye of their God na 
upon the Jews, that they could not canſe 
the Work to ceeſe, 8 
The Authority of a Divine Command 


World can make. Darius himſelf owns 
the Supremacy of ſuch a Law, tho be 
was both a King and an Heathen, and 


ſo tempted by Intereſt and -prepat'd by / 
Education to deny the Rights of Hea-WM non 
ven; yet he ſays, Let the God that 1 WM jou 
caus'd his Name to dwell there, deſtroy al Ter! 
Kings and People, who ſhall put to their ma 
Hand io alter the Houſe of God at Jerv' WM ſclv 


ſalem. This : will bear a fair Applica- 


tion 


8 \ » , 3 3 1 
4 2 4 7 - lat: - p- _ . 
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what is that good, and perfect, and accep- 
fable Will of God. He has demanded this 
Service from you, as 


) Means of Glory to God inthe higheſt. 
/A Method of Peace upon Earth, and 
an Act of Gooa-will roward Men. 


Sn, to call Volunteers into his Battel : 
Who will riſe up for me againſt Evil. 
doers ? Who will ſtand ap with me a- 


0 2 gunſt the Workers of Iniquity * He puts 
„your Tenderneſs for his Honour upon 


this iſſue. The Courage of Phinehas a- 
gainſt an impudent Couple has left this 
be Credit upon his Name, that he was zea- 
5s for his God, and made an Atonement 
he for the C bildren of Iſrael: That was coun- 

d to him for Righteouſneſs, to him, and 
5/78 Seed for evermore. To lay this 1s 
©" fone of your buſineſs, is to raſe out 


makes a Redeemer precious to your 
klyes, the Reprotehes of thoſe that re- 
proach 


tion to YOU the Gentlemen of theſe; 
Honorable Societys. You have prov'd 


* 1.) 'Tis to the Glory of God in the 
higheſt, He has ſoanded the Trumpet in 


jour Name from among the Living in : 
Truſalem, If you have a Faith that 


1 > f 
i 
\ 
Pl. Xc1v.15 4 
Num: XXV. 
2 cvi. 3 r. 
Pi. xix. 9. 


18 A SERMON for 
proach him will fall upon jou: You wil 

Pim behold Tranſgreſſors and be griev'd, beau) 
cui. 188. they keep not God's Law. 
Icu think it the Duty of Reputation 

to wipe off any Scandal, that's thrown 

upon your ſelves, You engage your 

whole Alliance in the Defence of a Good 
Name; and, it may be, will grow del. 

perate 1n retrieving the Honour, which 

Malice has run away with. And hy 
God no Seconds amongſt us? Can you 
Jam. u. 7. be ſilent, when People blaſpheme thu 
4 worthy Name by which you are call! 
=. What is this, but to claſh with Prayer, 
= and ſhow that you only tell lyes upon 
= your knees? You beg that his Nam: 
ma) be hallow'd, and yet will run no 

danger for it. Tis the Language of 

your Petition, that his Kingdom mij 

come, and his Will be done in Earth, as it 

T | is in Heaven. But you'l take no ſteps 
towards it; it ſhall rather loſe ground 

by your Eaſineſs and Complaiſance to 

Sinners. Whar's the Religion of that 

Man, who expects ſo much from God, 

and will do nothing for him? Never 

talk of a Faith, and Hope, and Love, 

that have not heart enough in 'em to 

make a ſtand for Seriouſneſs. If you 

can 


Wil 
4 
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an be wheedled, or hector'd, or laugh'd 


Put of this Duty, your Principles are 
Trot of the right fort, And if they will 


not ſerve you in ſuch a Trial, you're 
but poorly laid in for a dying hour. 
That this is agreeable to the Will of 
God, and a means of ſhow/ng forth his 
Praiſe, has bin oftentimes told you, both 
from this, and another Pulpit. I only 
tir up your pure Minas, by way of remem- a bet. ii 1. 


brauce; and will therefore leave no more 


thin one plain Scripture with you. And 
he that can ſlight your Deſign, and 
think himſelf conſiſtent to that Rule, 
muſt either have a great Knowledg, or 
z little Conſcience : The words are, If a ler. v. . 
Soul ſin, and hear the Voice of Swearing, þ 
md is & Witneſs, whether he has ſeen it, 1 
or known of it, if he do not utter Ir, he — 
(hall bear his Iniquity. "FI 

(2.)?Tis a means of Peace upon Earth, RN al 
ind an AQ of Good. will towards Men. 6 
Some of your Attempts have bin ſancti- 1 
yd to the offending Party; fo that „ 
you have ſav' d them with fear, pulling Jude 23». - mi 
them out of the fire. And let ſuch Euom, 
that he who converts a Sinner from the 
Error of his ways, ſaves a Soul from Death, 
and bides a multitude of Sins, This is the Jam. v.2a. 

e Eftect 


20 5 1 . * O 


Effect that you moſt earneſtly wiſh for Pham 


Rom. x. 1. your Heart's Deſire and Mes to God i; 7 4 

that the Perſons may be ſav' d, when you ot t. 

throw your ſelves into the midſt of niqu! 

prova. Firebrands, Arrows, and Death, for their WT bers 

" Reic mation. But, : Vorl 

Ik the Impreſſion do not go ſo deep x Moerer 

Conſcience, yet it's a means of preven. fibe B 

ting a ſpeedier Waſt of their Eſtates or Whis P 

Lives. They cannot ſpend and die ſo er 

faſt, as they might have done without e 

your inter poſing. Tis no greater injury Wl 2. 

. than renching a Sword out of a Mad. Auth 

0 man's hand, who is going to ſheath it dL 

4 in his own Bowels. Or, * 
If the People themſelves are no bei-. Nolut 

I ter, it keeps the general Peace, ftops the Wor t. 
_ Taint of a Nation, and ſecures them Mint 
48 Pſ. . that are quiet in the Land from ſuch who {Wis C 


70 fear not God, and, without a proſpect of N-. 
Luk.xvvi. Juſtice, would have 10 regard to Man, al D 
> _ $o that, as you were once very aptiy Wii, 
told, your Societys are Repairers of the N- 

Breach, and Reſtorers of Paths to dwell ink. ¶ Plice 

Tis oftentimes for the Conviction of Wir 1/s 

Prov, xix. others : : Smite the Scorner, and the Simple bon 


£50 wil beware. You ing 'em to publck Gran 
and 


— 


3 


* Plain Engliſh 54. 41. 


Shame, 


r = * 
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Shame, that «lf Iſrael may hear and fear, Deut. xiii, 
1nd do no more ſo witkedly, And will” 
got this make the Righteous rejoice, when Pl.cvil. 42. 
niquity is oblig'd to ffop ber mouth ? 
herefore *tis a wrong Name, when the 
Vorld call you ſevere and cruel: They 
never got that Word fo apply'd out of 
he Bible. For God has charg'd it upon 
his People; Thou any not hate thy Bro- Lev. xix. 
ther in thy heart, but ſhalt in any wiſe re-"7 


tte him, and not ſuffer Sin upon him. 
2. Another thing that flows into their 
. Authority, is the Commandment of Cyrus, 


an Darius, and Artaxerxes, Kings of Per- 

ſa, Cyrus was the Head of a great Re- 
volution; a Prince that came to Babylon 

ſor the Reſcue of Human Nature from 

an inſulting Tyranny. And as this was 

his Cauſe, the Providence of God fol- 

of Wlow'd him with a Succeſs that look'd 
n. Nail Divine. Nations are ſubda'd before Ill. xlv. 
iy Win, the Loins of Kings are loos'd, the » © 
ve lead Gates are open d, the crooked 
*, lues are made ſtreight, the Gates of 

ol %% are broken in pieces, and the Bars of 

ple bin cut aſunder. He gave em the firſt 

ck Wrant : This was repeated by Artaxerxes 


ad Darius at ſeveral times. 5 


ne, 155 "Now 


22 


Iſa. xliv. 
lt. 


—— — 


their eye upon the Divinity of theſ 
Orders. As for Cyras, all that he di 
that ſpoke of him above two hundre 


Fe, ſaying to Jeruſalem, Thou ſp 


yet they were chiefly led to the fect 
Ti | 


A SERMON for 
Now it's apparent, that the Jews hy 


was the Growth of an antient Propheryf 


years before. God ſaid of him, H 
my Shepherd, and ſhall perform all 1 


be built; and to 1 Temple, Thy Found 
tion ſhall be laid. Nay, the Preamble 


their Patent runs 1n this Language: T\,"* * 

Ezra i. e Cyrus Ring of Per ſia, The Lee 

God of Heaven has given me all the Kim Ou | 

doms of the Earth, and he has charged ana f. 

to build him an Houſe at Jeruſalem, An tha 

when they receiv'd any new Faro hen 

they always give it a religious Turn; WM*** 

was according to the good hand of their G | thy 

upon them, And well they might, e! 

; ſome of theſe things were the effect Mere 

ſtrong Convictions in the Heart of the a | 
Rulers; as appears by that Order, Wh lat 

ch. vii. 23. ſoe der i is commanded by the God of Tina tho 

let it be done ſpeedily for the honour of il & 

God of Heaven; for why ſhowd ther: | E 7 

wrath againſt the Realm 7 the Ring, 4 os 

his Sons? So that tho the People Ebbe 

a grateful ſenſe of any Royal Bount ry 


Wheel 


— — — — 
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heels of Providence. Bleſſed be the ver. 29. 28 
ora God of our Fathers, that has put 
uch a thing as this in the Kjng's heart, to 
eautify the Houſe of the Lord, which is 
jeruſalem, and has extended Mercy to 
before the Ring and his Counſellors, and 
efore all the King's mighty Princes: For I 
4s ſtrengthen'd, as the Hand of the Lord 
p God was upon me. e 
And, GENTLEMEN, 'tis ndtorious 
hat ſuch an Account as this is no way 
reign to the Hiſtory of your Societies. 
ou begun to be a Body ſoon after Eng- 
nd felt it ſelf” to be a Nation; I mean, 
that acceptable Tear of the Lord, 1688. 
hen he proclaim?d Deliverance to the Cap» Ia. lxi. 1. 
ves, and the opening of the Priſon-doors 

them that were bound, Our Morals 
ere gone with our Laws a long time 
core. Each of 'em lay at the mercy 
| a Diſpenſing Power. The Country 
hat was teaching our Kings to rule 
thout Parliaments, had gone a great 
Nay to make the People live without à Eph. ii. 12. 
d in the world, A general Flood of 
hebauchery, Swearing, breaking the 
abbath, and Gaming, were found a 
oper means, firſt to ſtupity, and then 
denflave us. And indeed we were ſo 
5 _ do d 
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A SERMON for 


doz'd in the Loyalty of the Day, thy 


they thought their time was come, fo 
Romiſb Priefts to make Orders, and Irjþ 
Dragoons to execute em. 


If the Engliſb Courage bad not bin 
lily weaken'd by the Enchantments of 
Luxury, we might have come by our 


Revolurion much ſooner. Our Fragedy 
had a great deal in it of Samſon's: We 
fell into the hands of a Party, who pric- 
tis'd with Dalilab, that they might bring 
us to Dagon. Giving a looſe to Liſt. 


ret. iv. 3. Vi0nſmeſs, Luſts, Exceſs of Mine, Rev: 


lings, Banquettings, and abominable Ila 
latries; Ibis) was the way to Jull the 


Nation afleep, and then cut off those 
Lachs of Hair in which our great Strength 


lay, as they were the Pledges of a Di. 
vine Preſence with us, There were 


ſudg. xvi. foe Attempts, to go out and ſhake our 


20. 


ſelves, as at other times; but we wiſt nut 
that God was aeparted from as, 
For how many years was Sobriety 


ſcandalous, and not to be deliver'd from 
the Impuration of Fanaticiſm ? *Twas] 
a great deal more out of faſhion for a 


Man to follow his Conſcience than his 


Luft. The chief Doctrines of the Times 
were the Sacredneſs of Kings, the abſo- 
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ite Authority of their Will, the Neceſ- 
ity of a paſſive Obedience to it, and 

he Damnation of reſiſting. This was 

the Cry of a greedy Party, who at lait 

hrought down upon themſelves the ful! 

ate of thoſe words, He that ſaith to the Prov. xxiv 
Wicked, Thou art righteous, him ſhall the ** 
People carſe, Nations ſhall abhor him, 

At that time we had Societies for In- 


ac. N irmation, by which Craft a great many got cs xix, 
ag he Wealth; but a D 15 
heir Wealth; but a Deſign to better“ 

. Eiche Morals of People, was a urming 


the risk of all your own Liberty. hey 
tha make a Man an Offender for a wor d, iſa. xxix, 
are laying a ſnare for him that reproves ?“. 


ol in the Gate, and turn aſide the Juſt for a 
55 thing of noug ht. But God had jy on Ezek. 
| 7 


bs great Name, which we had profan d; , 21. 


little knowledg to eat up his People as they 
ut Bread, then the Salvation of Iſrael 
came out of Sion. After we had heard 


1) oothing for ſeveral years, but a Demand 
om of the things that are Ceſar's, the Revo- 
Vas 


ution render'd to God the things that are 


_— 
ns A kind Providence rais'd us up One 
2 who had the Title of the Lord's Auoin- 
ſo- 


el from ſomething better than a Cere- 
Gs a nn A 


and when the Workers of Iniquity had fo pſxiv , 
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mony. The Account of Cyrus is fit 
to him ; Religion and Liberty were th 
Twin-Glories of the Cauſe they bath 
5 engag'd in. It might be ſaid of each x 
o ©  1fa. vl. it is of one; I have rais'd him up in 
1 13. Righteouſneſs, and I will direct all his way: 
4 he ſhall build my Cities, and he (hall |; 
= go my Captives. We owe Parliament 
and Societies for Reformation to the ſame 

Turn. F 
How dear your Deſign was to the 
1 | late Royal Pair, and is to her preſent Mz. 
= = 7eſty, appears from the * Letters, Fro. 
= _ clamations, and Acts of Parliament, for 
the ſuppreſſing of Vice. And if I tel 
you, that Darias's Bounty went further 
than Words, you know how to apply 
the Paſſage, and remember when it was 
Ezra vis. Your own caſe, The Order is: I mate 
Decree what ye ſhall do to the Elders of 
theſe Jews, for the building of this Houſe if 
God; that of the Kyng's Goods, even 
the Tribute beyond the River, forthwith 
Expences be given to theſe Men, that tht) 

be not hinder 'd, e 


r 


— 


* See the Account of the Societies for Reformation f 


Manners. 


| From | 
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From the whole Story in our Text 
e ſee, that God never wants Tools for 
the diffuſing his own Honour. Some 
of theſe Kings were hearty in the Cauſe; 
others lool'd upon it as a narrowing of 
their Royalty : Bur ſtill the Work went 
on, tho in various degrees. What an 
Encouragement is this, for us mor to be 
aid of their Revilmgs, but to ſanttify Ila. vii. i: 
the Lord of Hoſts himſelf in our Hearts, 
and make him to be our Fear and our 
Dread ; becauſe, we ſee, there are none 
ſo great, but he can either turn their 
* or tie their Hands. 


III. The Third and Laſt thing, which U 


we meet with in the Text, is the 
SUCCESS of this Building: They proſ- 
pe d thro the propheſying of Haggai the 
Prophet, and Zecharias the Son of Iddo. 
Setting up Temples ſeems to be an 
At of Natural Religion, becauſe we 
ind it done among the Gentiles : tho 
what the Jews did, was, like every other 
Circumſtance of their Worſhip, under 
the Conduct of mere Revelation. I 
take your Endeavours to be of the former 
fort. Reclaiming an impudent Sinner 
approves ir ſelf to the common Reaſon | 
* © of 


28 A SERMON for 
of Mankind. The Heathen that kyey 
not the Jam, did in this kind the thing 
contain in the Law, If we had no h. 

blos i, dlirect us, a Swearer would he 

ar .yvomination to Men. There is that 
human Narure, that will call it an hom 

Job xxxi. Heinous Crime, and an Iniquit) to be 5. ¶ Succ 
„ mpiſh'd by the Judges, But you may Wl 'Tw 
from this inſtance, obſerve, That | 


tegr! 
Duties of Natural Religion are beſt 1 
promoted by Revelation. Tho there 50 
are Rules and Arguments in Conſcience, i Rep 
for doing ſeveral things; yet they go 4s 1 
better forwards, when we have new WM lib 
"Inſtructions from Heaven. Your DelignWW iys 
of Reformation is what the Law re- that 
quires ; but it's the Goſpel that explains Ml the 
the Beauty of it, and fixes the Motive. WM this 
When Jeruſalem was to be built, tis no they 
more than recovering the Rights of we 
human Nature; yet Prophets are raid ! c 
up. And if you look to the firſt ſx tie 
Chapters of Zechariah, you will find no 
leſs than ten Viſions ; and all of 'em refer nil! 
to the Proſperity of the City and the Cu 
Temple. God puts matters into ſuch 2% Par 
Way, that he may Hide Pride from Man, "ic 


and ſecure the main Glory to himſelf. . I 
By this means alſo he breathes an Hope it 
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into his People, and gives the Enemy 
ſuch a Blaſt, that they are caſt down in Nek. vi. s 
their own eyes, when they perceive this Work 


to be wrought of our God. 
But my chief Deſign is to ſhow you, 
how the Prophets help'd them, or what | 


Succeſs they were capable of giving. 
'Twas not their perſonal Courage, In- 
tegrity, or Wiſdom, that were ſo ſig- 
eſt WM viticant to the Building; but their Pro- 
ere pe ing: fo that this turns the whole 
ce, Reputation upon him that ſent them. 


go s to the Men themſelves, they were 
ew ſable to the common Paſſions and Frail- 
gn iys of Nature: ?Twas their Meſſage 


that did ſo much to the Proſperity of 
the Temple. God himſelf argues upon 
this Diſtinction; Jour Fathers, where are Tech.i.5,6 


% And the Prophets, do they live for 
of 'ver ? But my Word and Statutes which 
d | commanded, The took hold, and did 

e People good. 
no Thus the Caſe ſtands Sith thoſe Mi. 
cer niſters, who fo chearfully attend your 
the warterly Aſlemblies. ?Tis not their 
ha Parts, or Learning, that will be of ſer— 
la, vice any further than they are ſanQify'd : 
(ell. That which falls to their ſhare, is to 
ope it as Stewards of the Nite of God, iCorciv.t. 


and 
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and tell you what he ſays. Now there . 

are ſeveral ways, for them to help the Te 
Deſign. 2 3 

1 . e aud be earneſt with Heaven, * 

I. xc. ut. that the Beauty of the Lord may be upon | 

Jaoa, and that he would efabliſh the Wark 5 

„ of your hands, Tis indeed a general 1 

Fexxi s Duty to pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, 0 

and becomes all thoſe that love her : But "8 

the Ties are ſtronger upon the Match. N 

Inh ven, whom God has ſet on her Mall, Lf 

BY 64.7: who ſhould ever hold their peace day or $ 

night. They whoſe office it is to make 01 

mention of the Lord, muſt not keep ſilence, ind 

they are to give him no reſt, till he eſtabliſh wil 

aud make Jerulalem a Praiſe in the Earth.) Me 

You have lately heard how well the] % 

Parts of the Undertaking are ſorted, Sou 

that Moſes and Aaron ſhould be wreſtling | fr 

in Prayer «pon the Hill; whilſt -Joſpus "WM bf: 

doing it, another way, in the Valley, 0 

2. They explain the Nature of w_ rot 

Duty: And I will venture to ſay, this 5 

they have done in ſeveral Diſcourſes, hy 

which will be of rn. f 5 fe edi 

Cor. xv. 2 173 memory what is preach'd unto Jou, er 

"Im _ cept ou Love believd, or heard, in by 1 1 

The Compaſſion to Souls, and Zeal do te 


fuſtice 2 
God; the Equality of your Juſt 4 
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broad, the Stanchneſs of your Care at 
home, that compound a Reformation- 
Temper, have bin inſiſted on by thoſe 
„ho have admoniſb d you in the name of 
" Wl the Lord. 
1 z. »Tis another part of their Duty 
os ply you with Arguments, ſome to 
make you willing, others to keep you 
"WM ©. Amongſt which, there can be no 
.] better than to conſider him who endur'd Heb. xii. 3. 
" WH the Contradidtion of Sinners againſt himſelf, 
; lf ye be weary, and faint in your minds. 

4. Tis no little ſervice that they are 
bing, who expound the Viſions of God; 
and tell you, that he, whom you look yg Mal. ill 
11 will ſuddenly come to his Temple, even the *: 
eats of the Covenant whom ye delight 


N | This is hike David's hearing a 
*. vw in the top of the Mulberry-Trees, 28am. V.24 1 
bl which was to be a Signal of God's going 4 


before him: So that his Work could be 
che o more than a gleaning after Omni- 

WM potence. 

5. They are to anſwer the Difficulty 'E 
een dat ariſe either from Lazineſs or Came q 
Kl dice, the Spawn of Unbelief. When = 
5 Lrubbabel the Son of Shealtiel, and 3 
| fol jþaa the Son of Jozadah, begun to build „ 
e de Aa, with them were the Prophets of Era v. 2. 1 
oad f, Goa 
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God helping them. There was a great! 
K upon Haggai and Zechariah, For, 

Firſt, Some pleaded, this was not 

a proper ſeaſon of doing it. This i; 
the Talk of the Sluggard, who is wiſer in 
1 his omm conceit, than ſeven Men that c 
render a Reaſon, The People ſaid, th: 
Hag. 1. 2. Time is not come, the Time that the Lord's 

| Houſe ſhould be built, But what a weight MW 


Ne does the Anſwer fall with? Is it Tine 
for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled Houſes, ol 


and this Houſe lie waſt? ?Tis never out 

of ſeaſon for you to be rich and hobo- 

rable; you're always ready at an Op- 
portunity of Trade and Greatneſs, and 

muſt God's Glory give way to fo poor e 

an Argument? „% ͤ ũ ]• Þ 
Beſides, the Plea may be wrong in 

Fact: *Tis certain, the Reſtitution of al WM us 

things draws nearer every day: and tho 
Acts i. 7. is not for you to know the Times and ar 


, Seaſons, that the Father has put in his Ml & 
own power; yet a little more Extent and WI ch 
Flame to your Zeal would make us % t 
? up our Heads with an Opinion, that 77 *: 
Mar. xxiv. year, even at the doors. Tis the Argu- e. 
3% ment of a ſlorbful Servant, My Lord de. :/ 

N 5 lays his coming; and Idleneſs is the Prin- 


cCiple that makes him talk ſo. 
e VVV | Secondly, 


ä ———— ¶ —́ß1— 
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Secondly, Some thought they could 
live well enough without a Temple; | 
but in that caſe the God of this WorlMhad 2Cor.iv.4. 
blinded their eyes: For, ſays the Prophet, 
Je look*'d for much, and lo, it came to ag. i. 9 
little ; and when ye brought it home, I did 
blow upon it: Why, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts ? Becauſe of my Houſe that is waſt, 
and ye run every man. to his own Houſe. 
And when they fell into other meaſures, 
he gives them a ſacred Pawn of Mercy: 
Conſider now, from this day and upward, Chap. ii. 
from the four and twentieth day of the 18, 19. 
ninth month, even from the day that the 
Foundation f the Lord's Temple was laid; 
conſider it ——— from this day will I bleſs 
ou. 
. is an Argument that belongs to 
Will any Perſon ſay, that the Na- 
hog made a brighter figure in War, or 
any thing elſe that's valuable, whilſt 
Swearing was unrebuk'd, and Debau- 
chery had the Example and Leave of 
the Court? Whillt the H icked walk'd on pill. 
every fide, and the Vileſt of Men were 
exalted ? Was it better with us then, 
than it is now? I know, there are 9 
Murmurers and Complainers, walking after ©" O 
their own Wnt; „ who make it their buſis 
TW ==, 
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neſs to tell us {ſo ; but 'tis within the 
compaſs of an ind.ilerent Memory to 
contradict 'em. 

We had indecd a large Import from 
France, which brought us under all the 
Calamitys of War in a Time of Peace. 
By this Commerce, they ſuck'd away 
the Spirits of the Nation: as if England 

Was to bethe unhappy Inſtance of what 
Hoſ.iv.11. the Prophet ſays; Mhoredom, and Wine, 
and new Wine take away the Heart. 

And I may dare to ſay, as the Re. 
formiation grows amongſt us, there will 
bea tuller Appearance of Succel; againſt 
the Enemy. Lis icarce to be expected, 
that they ſhould be carneſt to fave their 
Country, who have thrown away their 
Souls; or that he will do much in the 
' Cauſe of his Religion, who ſtabs the 
Name of his God. For beſides the 

weakning our Hopes of a Divine Blel- 
ling with us, there's a great deal of odds 
in the nature of the thing, between af 
Man's fighting from a Pr inciple of Duty, 
from a Love to Chriſt, and an Hope in 
him, and doing it with the Stupidity of 
2 Brute, only as an Horſe ruſhes into the 
Batie!, We read of God's bathing bis 
Ibex viv. 0974 in Heaven z which mighty Pal : 
5 OT 
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the Ned a Great Man (whoſe Memory will alone. 
to Me always precious) into a fine Thought 
o this purpoſe : Faith conquers, as God 

om {eoes, by “thing the Sword in Heaven; 
the Wind when it has once got a Celeſtial Eapge, 
ace, Wh falls with weight enough to ſubdue 
Yay Ungdoms, obtain Promiſes, turn the Ar- Heb. xi. I 
and es of the Aliens to flight, and out of 3 337 34. _ 
hat meaknels to make ſlronp, 3 
ine, Ihirdiy, The Diſcouragements of. ſome 

ariſe froth the vaſt Incquality there is 
Re between our Reformation, and what they 
will have remember'd. Thus it was among” 
inſt the Jews : Many of the Prieſts and Le- Exriii.12, 
id, Whites, and chief of the Fathers, who were 
heir Worient Men, that had ſeen the fi ſt Houſe, 1 
cir Wolen the Foundation of this Hoaſe was laid 4 


the Wifore their eyes, wept with a loud Voice, 

the And ſays God to em, This is nothing in nag. ii. 3. 
the Nur eyes in compariſon f the other. And 

el oer, as 1 have ſhown you, the Glory of 

„dds Wh: latter Houſe was greater than the fore 
n a ; becauſe thzre God was manifeſt, 1 Tim, iii, 
uty, Woot only i in Viſions, and Types, and Or- 16. 
e in ¶Mdnances of W orſhip, but i the J leſh. 

y of Wiid who knows what Reſerves of Ho- 

the wur there may be for your Underta- 

_ his ling, above the Attainments of ſormer 

raſe MW docs? 


led F 2 When 
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When I read of a Day, wherein De. 
votion was more common, and Sobriety 
almoſt univerſal, it carries a Pleaſure 
quite thro my Soul: We cannot think 
of this, without a wiſh that o«r Her 
may ſee, what our Ears have heard, and 
our Fathers have told us. Nevertheleß 
there's one Circumſtance of advantage 
in our Caſe, which was not 1n theirs, 
Alter they had united for ſome time 
againſt the Immorality of the Day, they 
fell all to pieces about the Varieties of 

Worſhip. Our Undertaking, I hope, b 
the Reverſe of this. In thoſe days D 

viſion kilbd the Reformation, in our 
Reformation is a good ſtep to heal tha 
Diviſion. And therefore the People 
whoſe Intereſt it is to keep the Breacil 
open amongſt us, have the deepeſt ab 
| horrence of your Societies. 

But what a Glory will the Spirit of 
Love be to the latter Houſe ? It ſhouf 
the World, that tho Opinions about leſſe 
matters have bin maintain'd with an il 
Tranſport on both ſides ; yet when Ref 
ligion has cool'd us, and brought us bach 
to our ſelves, we can jointly follow tM 

things that make for Peace: As Member 
H the Jame Bache we come into ways q 
mutuß 
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mutual Dependence ; The Eye. no longer 1 Cor. xii. 
ſqying to the Hand, I have no need of thee, © 


Thus I have open'd out your Work, 
your Authority and Supports: I can raiſe 
no other Exhortation from 'em, than 
what Haggai himſelf does; Be flrong, O Hg. ii. 4. 
Zerubhabel, ſaith the Lord; and be flrong, 
0 Joſhua the Son of Joſedech the High- 
Prieſt; and be ſtrong, all ye People of 
the Land, and work : for I am with you, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts. Only remember 
tofetch all your Supplies from Chriſt, 
and make the whole Return of your 
Praiſe to him ; for as he muſt build the Zech. vi. 
Temple of the Lord, ſo he ſhall bear the 13. 
Glory, es BR OO 
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T H E Uiſtory. o England, from t he beginnigs 
14 | of the Reign 'of Queen Anne, to the Gonclik 
a6 1 98 ſion of the 'gloribus Treaty of Union between Enz. 


1 | land and Scotland. Comprehending all the memo- 
WT „ Tranſactions (Publick and Private) both qt 
11 1 = ps Home and Abroad, with the Proceedings at large 
1 of both Parliaments in relation to. the Uniog, 
WS. and all the remarkable Speeches that have, been 
_ made, on that and other Occalions, fiace her aje- 
RY ID ſty⸗ s Acceſſion to the Throne. 
A Confeſſion of Faith at we publick Ordination 
' 7 of Thomas Bradbury, London, July the 1oth, 1707+ 
_— With an Exhortation to Minifters and People. Þy 
* == ES Mr. F. Showef. F 
_ 7 -. RE 8 The Welfare of Iſrael conſider d: In two Sermons 
1 0 on the Fifth of November, 1705, and 1706. With a 
_ — 5 Thankſgiving Sermon at Sr-prey, Jute 27. 17055 


1 _ By Tho, Bradbury. | 
r Sermons on ſeveral Subjects, viz. of Pride, Lug 


l ry, Idleneſs, Unmercifulneſs ; of Uncleanneß 
—_ future Samui er and Rewards, of Educa bY 
vf theKnouldlf of Gol, of the Service of God, 
A and of Sincerity and Chearfulneſs therein on” 
=  , ſeveal other uſeful Subjects. Being the 5th Vo. 
_ ID lume. 7 7. Conant, D. D. Publiſh'd * Jo Ln 
TJ e 0p 


